57.   NEVER TO BE FORGOTTEN
Whilst I was listening to praises of me at the Excelsior Theatre
in Bombay on Sunday last,1 I felt that Mr. Bharucha had staged
a play for the benefit of the distressed people in the South. But an
incident changed it into a serious business for me. Mr. Bharucha
had endeavoured to bring on the platform people belonging to
different political parties. He had therefore put up Mr. Jamna-
das Dwarakadas as one of the speakers. Mr. Jamnadas spoke of
me as Gandhiji instead of 'Mahatma'. Two or three in the
audience who could not brook the insult of my being called 'Gan-
dhiji' required the speaker to call me 'Mahatraa5. Mr. Jamna-
das bravely but courteously persisted in calling me Gandhiji
though, he said, he loved me no less than any in the audience.
He protested that his manner of addressing me was more pleasing
to me. The interruptions however continued almost to the end.
It was nevertheless most creditable to the meeting that the cry
against Mr. Jamnadas was not taken up by the audience.
Mr, Jamnadas was able to finish his speech without difficulty.
All the same the interruption jarred on me. I saw that those
admirers of me dishonoured and misinterpreted their idol where-
as Mr. Jamnadas honoured and interpreted me properly by
courteously but firmly reiterating his dissent from some of my
political views and by refusing to call me 'Mahatma' at the
dictation of any person. I therefore asked the friends who had
been so discourteous to publicly apologize. I drew their atten-
tion to the fact that the rules of public meetings demanded a
respectful behaviour even towards opponents. The code of cour-
tesy was still more exacting for non-violent non-co-operators.
The non-violence of non-co-operators obliged them to respect
their opponents even as they respected their friends. Moreover
the audience must respect the sentiments of those in whose honour
they might meet. The interrupters should have known that I had
often said that the name 'Mahatma' stank in my nostrils* It did
for instance at the time of the Bombay riots of 1921. The use
of the adjective was prohibited at the Ashram. Mr. Jamnadas
had therefore done what was after my heart. After saying this I
paused for the apology. The audience helped me by murmuring
approval and advice to the interrupters to apologize. And the
1 Vide "Speech at Excelsior Theatre, Bombay", 31-8-1924,